IS    POLAND    LOST ?

the seventeenth century they were already known
as 'the straight, loyal, but stubborn Danzigers'.

In the year 1734 we see Danzig, which had
once defended itself against the Swedes, desper-
ately resisting the Muscovite Field Marshal
Miinnich, through whose beleaguering army they
were cut off from Poland. The only help they
received was from Louis XV, King of France,
and son-in-law of King Stanislaws, who was very
popular in Danzig, more so than among the
Polish nobility. However, his help proved to be
ineffective and after a siege of four and a half
months by a Russian army of 50,000 men, Danzig
was obliged to surrender and its leaders had to
go to St. Petersburg to sue for peace before the
Empress Anna. The result of this struggle was
a city in ruins, the loss of many lives, and a war
levy of a million francs payable to the victor;
but the Danzigers were nevertheless good citizens
of Poland. *

Incidentally, Askenazy in his brilliant study
shows that the great Danzigers of European repute
without exception belonged to the period when
the city was linked with Poland, and not to the
periods when it was under the Teutonic Knights,
or, later^ under the Prussians. Askenazy also shows
that although in old Danzig German culture was
naturally predominant, Polish culture had never-
theless remained alive and was developing its
organic connection with the Slav origins of the
city and its Slav environment, its relations with
Poland being steadily deepened.
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